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Factory Firepower:
Ford's Big-Block Galaxie
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$A0-cuin. Phpmouth enging kas 3 Holley theotthe-body Fusl injection, poeted REads sed Sandefson headers.

plete "3 zedan for sale with a valid e, He
contacted the odmer, and soon realized he
wasn't geting a bypical parts car The hood
ared grilbe shell were gone— the owner had
tried boocram & 426 Hermi inko the car

“I could have had a Blueprinied 426
Hemi, but he wanbsd 3512000 for the car
and the engine, and 1 didn't have it, or the
akill to handle the praject. 5o | bought the
car without it Eor $500."

The Piymauth has actually bed thres
lives as o streel pod, Thee first didn't Last
lomg. I 1972, he dropped o 1965 Chiw-
robet 327-cuin, =mall-block and a Turbo-
Hydramatic 400 transmission indo it and
book it on the moad, despife having no
interior. The handling ard braking swere
s poat e almoast imimedintely parcked it
Bob pushed the car into his garage and
there it sat, Anc =ab Amd saf soma mare,
through four F'rl.‘.'-i-\il.".'.ll:'ll administra-

-
-
i

Hand-cut cak fleurishes offset burgungy Interies.

tions, Bk would sccasionally make ssme
micsions ab working on it bat alvwavs got
distracted, Then, in 1987, things changed

| was at the '_.'\-.':im ob sellive 1k soyve
times,” he said. "My wife was on mwe
becaase it was laking up space In fhe
garage Fmally, she said either work on
or ged vid of i Tt took me 17 years to get
it on the road.”

The second-edition FA hit the streets
after getting bullt with a lot of 1970
techiology thal was already seriously
outdated when the project was complet-
g, It still had the B3 /4-inch Chrvslor
rear that was in the car when the previ-
oaes owner atlempbed the Hemi trans
plant. From salvage vards, Bob acquired
Corvaie front-end part= to replace the
PI:. mouth straight axle, and a Jaguiar
rack-and-pinion assembly. The car even
had square headlights for a tme,

r k!

pimiinirtive o3l dasabosrd snpgly acommodates air coaditionkag outhets, Seerieg calums i GH.
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In 1994, weary of being hectored by
Chrysker nuts, Bob again parked the car
for 4 major meboild, focused around put-
sing an all-Chrysler delvetrain in it The
firat step was buyving a 3d-cuin, Ply-
msaslh short block and rofating assembly
that had been intended o be a race
engine for an scquaintance’s 1971 Duster,
The asambly was completed by engine
builder Ken Kopecki of Edizon, New Jer-
soy, The completed engine was buill by
Morth Terzey Pertormance & bfachine, of
Emerson, MNew |@rsey

Cmee the car's rebuild was completed,
Bob imediately realized he had serious
driveability problems. The original shiord
biock had been Fefed with a race-spec
Mepar Performance cam with an aggres-
sive 488 L and 258 duration, ¥hen
compled with the 900 cim Holley Fro-ec-
tion  throtthe-bedy fuel-ingection  system
originally installed, the engine had a very
rovgh idle and swas exkremely thirsty,

Leould never get 11 1o idle right, and
with 323 gears,. | was only getting 10
e e said, “Pius, it you weere going
slowly in g parade, the thirmg wouald
mvetheat in Fve saconds. 1 had o make it
miore sfrectable”

Bob aceomplished that by making b
charges. Thie first wis bo replace the orig-
mal cam with a milder Mopar FParfor-
mance unit matching the grnd for the
40 six-Fack. He also switched to new,
jwer-volume Holley %50 Commander
four-barrel throttle-body injection ivith
700 cfm capacity. [t's an uncomimon elie-
mienit of oy bortech on a pre-wvir stresl
rol. Hie saaied fumiing it 15 a snap, by con
necting its digital comtrol wnit to the dafa
port of his el Pentium 4 notebook
doswnloaded with Windows-compatibla
Hotley mappringg sotbware.

Manmn's Garage in Wesbwood, Mew Jer-
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sevl fabricated an exhaost system based
around ceramicecoated Sanderson Block
Hugger haders. They bent a setof dual 2-
1/ Z-inch aluminum tailpipes, fithed with
Turbio Action mufflers, with a central H-
plpe to quiet things doswn just a tad

Closter Auwtomotive Transmission in
Closter, Mew  Jersew, rebuill the Fly-
mouth’s 904 TorqueFlite three-speed

autosatie Bob had installed eartier, a fler
b= first torque converter came apart, The
job imcluded mstallation of a BéM beo-
speed shift kit and & Pro-Torgque convert-
er with a 2400 rpm stall speed. The B-
3 4-inch pear came from a 1988 Diodee
Coronet, has Peeitrackon, slock Chryshes
drum brakes. and orginally hag 4.10:1
rear gearing, until Bob swapped ina 3,13
cetdier section. At keast for e moement, it
i5 located by the Last ariginal miechanical
components on the car, authentic 1931
Flvmiouth semi-elliptic leaf springs.

Fisr the front _hl_l}-l_"'l_'n:-illﬁ. Bob turned e
wlarte Chassis Engineering of Bediord
Pensesyivania, a builder of skoeet rod parts
and racecar chasss. They fabricated and
shippesd Bob a weld-in independent front
setup with Marlz bular A-frames and

spindies, 1970 Chevelle 1-inch sofid
brake volors, single-piston Cheviolet 51
callpers, a steering rack from a Chrysler
K-car and press-in Chivsber ball gints.
Tiob fitied 10 a 1l skeering column troama
146 Oldamobile Cutlass with stock col-
urnn shifter, PRCY Shocks collovers ane
ised up front; the rear
adjustable Monroes originally
for a 1971k Lincoln

The PA sedan body was largely
.||t||l.--_;!_-||'| Bob had o weld o several
|_x_1l_:l'| !_'\._'.|1|_'~I-'_ mostly arsund the ninning=
board aprons, which a friend cuf from a
discarded 1B Ford hood and MIG-
welded into place. In 1931, Plymatiths

-'|'.|||_"I-C'\- e

ntended

Dirt track-bred Martz froet suspension combines
tubslar B-arms and PR Shodis coillovers,

had wood Noors, and Bob first replaced
the rotbed original with plywood, thien
pak, before welding tna universal floor-
il
Fiberglass of Cleveland. Tennessee, pro-
vided a reproduction filberglass 1952 Ply-

mouth PB grille shell, which Bob filled

board kit from Bikchin Products.

with a repro 32 Plymouth grille from
Wlumiscratt of Bellwood, Pennsylvania.

['his costlinge sysdem from YWalker Hadiabo
Works of Memphis, Tennesses, is a thnee-
ro brass unit that Bob acquired arcund
1938, The hood s from sbeed body panel
-L|,'\-._'|,".1'.i-='. Remstlieh of Turbock, California.

Later, Bolb remioved the older. crac .H.II'\I:_'.
burgundy paint with a comianation of
aircrafl stripper and hand sanding, Three
coats of BM Automative Findshes I,,'u'_|'|||.-r
primer went onto the sheetrmetal, Anticue
Auwte Works of Bergenfield, Mew Jersey,

Temted ood siée paned, bady-velor heastamps Jugment Dweeging PA fender (antoars.

owner's view
ON'T EVEN ASK BOE FRANK

b many hours he's sunk indo
his ‘31 Plymouth sfrecl rod, The
car's been reirvented sevoral Himes,
and now he's almost satisfied with
it, andd likes wsing it o pull his
restored 1946 Kenskill Teardrop
travel trailer.

It's evolved gquite a bit since 1
first past it on the road, Tha driving
force, for me, |5 b make it ride
E“I'I'I' and also ook _|.'|IIII|J. I was
looking for the right stance and, af
first, loweped & too much, to the
point where there wis no suspen-
siom-left. But nowy, it has a spood ride
with safely and reliability.

#“Ciice 1 installed the o front
end, the car has handled like a
dream. It almost has a sports-car beed
ana it also rdes as hard as & sports
car. Terulse on all those Jersey high-
wiays ab 65 ar 7 |:|'|.1|1 with no prokb-
lemis, Before [ got the stance right, it
gat too high up, and the front end
would start airplaning at about 50
mph. [t hodds the road really well,

*Bafone | pat in the 3, it had a
327 Chimey wikh 350 horsepower, and
this feels a Lot stronger. Its got lots
more bottom-end torque, and it's so
good off the line, 1 don't race iF, and
I"mi ot Jooking to burm rubber any-
more, but fhe 340 has mone powoer
than you'll ever need. Belicve me,
there's enough af i o scare you.

“It still peeds some work. The
leaf springs are going to have to be
replaced. 1 had them reguryied, bul
they'me settling down again, so Lm
gning ter put a four-bar system on ik
e chassts still needs filling and
amoothing. Tve owrned the ¢ar for
30 years; it's become part of the
family, and 1 expect to costinue
ppdating . it for another 30 years,
Drriving down the raaad -ai hilghmay
speeds and having people stare at
the car or smile {5 a greal teeling

firm Dol

AordMay 2103
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applied the finish, three coats of BM Arc.
He White basecoal lacquer topped with a
single application of Du Pont wrethane
clearcoat. The chassis was spraved gloss
black, and Bob accented the 1970 Fenton
shotted wheels wilh l"ur;..:_u:m]_l. |..1|.';|l.u:r
betore topging them with Al'sdagbor pol-
Ished caps from Al's Antiquse Auto Parts
i Mewcastle, California.

Bob chise a highly unusual source for
hi= interior basics: a 1982 Missan Maxima,
which he found demalishied in a local sal-
vage vard. The reason was, the leather
front bueckets and rear bench seats were
virtually a drop-in job, because the width
of that Maxima's interior and the PA
seclan’s are nearly ddentical. The wrecked
bfaxima alsao comtributed the fromt and
rear armrests, which went onto door pan-
els Bob cut from 1/8th-inch Masonite,

Ot ol RM Autamedive Finlshes Brctic White, Sasecoats Cleanmat The front three-point hamesses with iner-
Chassls: tia reels and rear sealbelts akso came from
Constraciion. ... Bedy oA sin0 framn the Maxima. D& Auto Upholstery of
Sivering _....._.... Chrysler H-car rack and ginion, mamsl Bergenfield, Mew Jersey, did the interior
Suspension: uphalstery in burgundy vingl,

Fromt............. Equal-lengEh condrod arms, PO Shocks collewsrs Julians's Hot Rod Pasis of Vemon,
.::' ------------- Semi-alliptic saf springs, Monree adjustadle shecks, Labewoed fraction bars Connecticut, supplied a power window
: kit and nelated hardware, The HYVAC =
| [ R . #5094 Chewrolet Charella 10-Inch solid rotees, 15804 Chewrolet 5-10 calipars ;P F ; '.: -t - .L i :.
romn Ade-Tigue, fSowing 380 cfm of B-12

BN ... . #5368 Dodpe Corowet §-inch drams e — | ;
r— etrigerantl-cocled air throwgh three dash

vints. Bab fitted ]."'l'.l|..-|'|ul.‘| wak to the stock

Frant.. ... ... . Femton shotted mag-type, 18a5-Inch r s -

o Femtan slottes mag-type, 1527-Mch Flymouth dash, filling its Instrument
Thres: cluster with VO analog gauges. The

et Firestone Finghawk radial F205.70-94

[ fGeadytar Palystesl radial RIS TS-15
Eagine

Year/typs.......... 571/ Flymauth OHY V-4

Displacemest 40 cubi inth

Bore 1 sirede . A.00-Inch [+.030 ewerl 3 331 Mches

Compression ratio. 40009

Horsspamer ... 500 (apprar)

Comshaft ... . Epdrselc, Wogar Performante

Lfer fype ..., Roller

Cplinder hadis .. Nopar Performance, parted

Pistnin Bearings, | Unksomn

Feel system Halley 350 Commander fuel Injection, *00 cfn

infake manitold,,  Mogar Perfermance dual-piass

Ignitiea systel . Mogar Parfermance electranic, Accel dall

(ooling system ., Waliir ragiaton, 5-inch come

Exbapst spstem | Samderson Biock Hegger heagers, Turdo Actian mefilen

Fransmissiea:
Tormue comverter ., Pro-Targes, 2,800 5iail
ShiFtar. ... ... L Stack oA
Hear Anke:
Year type. . ... 1568 Dodgn Corenst
| P BT
Aeles ... ... Sinth Chrysiar
Inderior
. Lo Hisian Maxima
Dasl......... ... atech 1931 Plymauth, wood. Tingl overlzy

Uphaistery. Calor ... Maagatyde and vinyl/Durgundy
Steerng wheal | Stack Oldsmabile Cuttass

Plymouth's evalutian lasted 17 pears.
&4 Hemmings Roos & Performance Aoril Wy 2003




o Hests new: Vintage step plate adarnt hand-fabricated resning beard.

mdsan Manima fromt seats are 3 perfact Fit in the
FIymsuth's narrow dnterior,

sound system is an in-dash Pioneer AM-
FM stereo with mimi-C0 '|1|:'|v|.'.‘. and Bob
J'\-I.'.in'\.' to add a six-dise Ploneer CO chang-
er under the rear seal,

By said his witionate goal was b trams-
foren the Plymanath in ferms of perfosm-
ance and appearance. He reached it
withouk DT ETH L Inl= desive ta make
a clear break from the hordes with both
his car and L= engine ]

“Back in the 7is, everybody had &  sedio composests and coatrols fit neatly into bomt-tailt o3k cousele above windshield.
Mlodel A or somie kind of a Ford with a

Chewy engioe,” e sabd. “T've never been == === - . N I
i for the standard cookie-catter kind of d-guart Electroless 'EHTEHT!E P|i|'!:ﬂﬂ Kit

thing. At the time 1 got this Plvmouta, I'a Mickel Plating Kit r_ |

[ust motten rid of 2 239 Chevy, Lguess [ am -

fricne of o I:,'rl.-:".':.' prrson than Mopar, but
T really like this Plymouth.” B

l..
Samson's chroené lars plating kR provides |'|
& shone quakty nickel copper, and chroma |
plate on such rome as headighis, bazals,
numpanetias, nuts and bolla, Brackats, aic

Easy to g0, Parect way o nickel plane It zan be appled o copper, ledl, Brass
small pans, Fast and aasy and Tinc die cast substrabas,
5168 459

Cadmium Piating Kit Zine and Copy Cadmivm

Plating Kit

Samaon alfers 3 campleba line of bath

biugh and tank plabng systems far Raw, copy cadmium antd znc plaling in
holbedst, collectar, rastonsr ard afe kL This simple sysiem is designed
COMManal manals 5 give prolaesianal rasubs wilh aass
5399 5199

SAMSON TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION

2240 SW 70In Ave., Suite E, Davia, FL 33317

‘ 054-01B-0322 + 1-800-256-0692 = www samson24&.com
pear and pamel #it =0 bath right an, = ——
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